exercised an ever wider and more marked influence upon French thought. It was about 1892 that the earliest important magazine articles appeared calling the attention of the great French public to Nietzsche. Since then the Nietzschean literature has attained formidable proportions. The complete works of this great thinker have been translated into French by, or under the direction of, M. Henri Albert. The ideas of the author of '.Zara-thustra' have been expounded and discussed in a series of publications.
" Numerous articles in the reviews and newspapers have commented upon these theories in attack and in defence. Nietzsche's philosophy has also been set forth by M. Andler in a public course of lectures at the Sorbonne. The influence of Nietzscbean theories has been strengthened by a number of novels such as ' 1'Immoraliste' of Andr6 Gide, ' le Serpent noir' of Paul Adam, ' 1'Amoral' of Mandel-stamm. Nietzsche is to-day the philosopher most in vogue and is quoted in conversations in society or at the theatre. In short, he is read and discussed in France not only by professional philosophers, but also by the general public.
" Moreover, it must be stated that public opinion in France was remarkably well prepared to understand the ruling ideas of Nietzsche when they were put into circulation among us. On re-reading to-day, after a lapse of almost twenty years, the article in which Edmond Scherer ('Etudes sur la literature contemporaine,' viii. p. 155 . . .) analysed the symptoms and causes of the ' moral crisis' which was then denounced on all sides, it is striking to remark how much of the intellectual, religious, and moral Nihilism professed by Nietzsche, was already familiar to our thinkers before Nietzsche himself was known. Long before knowing the philosopher of the ' Will to Power,' we had examined the disquieting hypothesis of universal illusionism, we had announced the worthlessness of all metaphysics and the overthrow of the absolute, we had recognised the essential relativeness of the ideas of good and evil, and we had shown